AIR & VAPOR BARRIER

Barrier Membranes & Foam Insulation
used in Above-Grade Walls

Where is NFPA 285 Required?

Does wall assembly
@ - @- - have MCM or
HPL cladding?

IBC 2012

Requires NFPA 285 in walls of non-combustible construction if the
wall assembly has foam plastic insulation, a combustible membrane or
combustible cladding. Follow the decision tree below to see if your wall
requires NFPA 285.

Does wall assembly
have a combustible

water resistive
barrier?

Does wall assembly
have plastic foam
insulation?

Is the building of
Type |, 11, 11l or
IV Construction?

___@---.>

___@---.>

REF: 1407 (MCM)

REF: 1409 (HPL)

(Note: Exemptions are provided for
building height, panel coverage
area, fire separation distance and
material properties)

REF: 1403.5
(Note: Exemption is provided
for building height)

REF: 2603.5

(Note: Exemptions are
provided for 1-story
buildings meeting
certain criteria)

IBC 2009 & Earlier Versions

Requires NFPA 285 in walls of non-combustible construction if the wall
assembly has foam plastic insulation or combustible cladding. Follow the
decision tree below to see if your wall requires NFPA 285.

Disclaimer: CCW publishes this document to alert the reader of general requirements
for the NFPA 285 fire test, as indicated in the International Building Code (IBC).

This document does not address all building code requirements. An expert should
consult the locally-adopted Building Code in effect to determine specific Project needs.
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Does wall assembly
have MCM or
HPL cladding?

Does wall assembly
have plastic foam
insulation?

Is the building of
Type I, 11, Il or

IV Construction?
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Is NFPA 285 required?
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REF: 1407

(Note: Exemptions are provided for building
height, panel coverage area, fire separation
distance and material properties)

REF: 2603.5

(Note: Exemptions are
provided for 1-story
buildings meeting
certain criteria)
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