
Quick Start Guide
LANDMARK SERIES™ and LANDMARK™ TL
Refer to www.certainteed.com or the Master Craftsman® Shingle Applicator’s Manual for complete detailed application instructions.

Landmark shingles have the installer-friendly NailTrak™ 
feature, which provides 1-1 ⁄2" wide nailing area. 
Closed-cut valleys are preferred by CertainTeed® 
when applying Landmark shingles. Open valleys 
are recommended when applying Landmark TL.

Fastening
Low and Standard Slope (2:12 – 21:12)

Use four nails for every full shingle.

Steep Slope (>21:12)

Use six nails and four spots of asphalt roofing cement 
for every full laminated shingle.

Starter Installation
1.  Use CertainTeed Swiftstart Starter, or three-tab shingles 

with the lower tab portions removed. Be sure that the 
starter shingles are at least 7-5/8" in height.

2.  For the first starter, cut 6" off.

3.  Apply the remaining piece to the lower 
left corner of the roof.

4.  Use full length starter shingles for the rest of the course.

Five Course Diagonal Method (6" and 11")
1st Course: Apply a full shingle at the lower left corner of the 
roof, flush with the edges of the starter course.

2nd Course: Cut 6" off the left end of the shingle and save this 
piece for later use. Apply the 32-3/4" (34" for Landmark TL) 
long piece.

3rd Course: Cut 11" off the shingle and save this for later. Install 
the 27-3⁄4" (29" for Landmark TL) long piece.

4th Course: Apply the previously removed 11" long piece.

 5th Course: Apply the previously removed 6" long piece. Install 
a full shingle against the right edge of each shingle in courses 
one through five. Apply all shingles with a 5-5/8" exposure.

Continuing Up The Roof

1.  Beginning again with a full shingle, repeat the five-course 
pattern up the left rake.

2.  Fill-in courses across the roof in a stepped diagonal 
fashion using full shingles. Do not run courses straight across.

Important: Do not align joints of shingles closer than  
4" from one another.
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Fastening: Use 4 nails, located as shown below
38-3/4" (984 mm)

Max 3"  
(76 mm)

7-5/8"  
(194 mm)

1" (25 mm) from edge 1" (25 mm) from edge

The inner two fasteners must be placed such that they fall at least 3" (76 mm)  
from the end joints of the shingle in the succeeding course.



Hip and Ridge Installation

Shadow Ridge™

There are 24 three-piece units in each Shadow Ridge bundle, 
that will cover 30 linear feet (33-3/4 linear feet, Metric).  
Each English dimension cap 
piece is 12" by 12".

Fastening

Use two nails to fasten each 
shingle. Fasteners must be 
minimum 1-3/4” long.

Shadow Ridge™ 

Application

Apply a starter piece that 
has the bottom 5"  
(5-5/8" for metric) 
removed. Fasten the 
starter with two nails 
located about 3" from the 
rake edge, and 1" in from 
each side edge. 

Apply a full cap 
shingle over the starter 
and place fasteners at 
5-5/8" (6-1/4" for metric) 
up from the exposed 
bottom edge and 1" in 
from each side.

Note: Each cap has a 
laying/alignment notch 
at the top edge to center 
the piece, and notches on each side to indicate the correct 
exposure. The side notches of the cap being applied should be 
aligned with the top edge of the previously applied cap.

Mountain Ridge™ High-Profile
One box will cover 20 linear feet.

Fastening

Use two nails to fasten each shingle.  
Nails must be minimum 1-3/4" long. 

Mountain Ridge Application

Prepare a 4" Starter shingle by cutting off the  
lower 8" color granule butt portion of one Mountain Ridge 
shingle. Apply the 4" starter piece. Install a nail on  
each side about 2" up from the rake edge 
and 1" in from each side edge. Apply a full 
Mountain Ridge shingle over the 
installed starter shingle. Install 
a nail on each side of the 
shingle 8-5/8" up 
from the bottom 
edge and 1" in 
from each side 
edge. Expose 
Mountain Ridge 
shingles 8", covering 
all fasteners.

Cedar Crest™ Medium-Profile

There are 30 individual shingles (10 three-piece units) 
in each bundle. One bundle will cover 20 linear feet. 
Each shingle is 12" x 12".

Fastening

Use two nails to fasten each shingle.  
Fasteners must be minimum 1-3/4" long. 

Cedar Crest Application

Prepare a 4" “starter” shingle by cutting off the lower 
8" color granule portion of one Cedar Crest shingle. 
Apply the 4” starter piece. Install a nail on each side about 2" 
up from the rake edge and 1" in from each side edge of the 
shingle. Apply a full 12" x 12" piece over the starter. Fasten 
one nail on each side of shingle 8-5/8" up from the butt edge 
and 1" in from each side edge. Expose Cedar Crest shingles 8", 
covering all fasteners.
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