Fire-Rated Head-of-Wall Joints
A CODE OFFICIALS GUIDELINE

FIRE-RATED HEAD-OF-WALL JOINTS MUST RECOMMENDED FIELD INSPECTION

® Accommodate building movement ® Determine all interior non-load bearing partitions that require a fire-rating.

® Be provided with the tested and listed assembly to observe the installed width.

* |f mechanical joint is used, observe the ceiling runner for the U.L. Label that is
located on the side of the track.

® Tested and listed with cycle test
® Inspected at framing inspection

CODE REQUIREMENTS - IBC
ection 715.1 Fire Resistive Joint tem

Joints installed in or between fire resistance rated assemblies shall be protected by an approved fire-resistant joint

system designed to resist the passage of fire for a time period not less than the required fire-resistance rating of the
assembly in which it is installed.

Section 715.2 Installation
Fire-resistant joint systems shall be securely installed in or on the joint for its entire length so as not to dislodge, loosen or
otherwise impair its ability to accommodate expected building movements and to resist the passage of fire and hot gasses.

RECOMMENDED CORRECTION NOTICE FOR PLANS EXAMINERS
Deflection and firestop head-of-wall joints are required to be installed with a tested and listed system per section 715 of the IBC.

The assemblies need to be designed to allow head-of-wall joints to compress and extend with movement of structure above, while
maintaining the fire rating of the assemblies.

® Please clarify building deflection to determine movement capabilities of assembly and identify listed assemblies for these ceiling
runners.

¢ |tis important that you observe head-of-wall joints at the rough framing inspection to confirm that the U.L. Label can be clearly seen
on the track assembly. SEE SAMPLE U.L. LABEL BELOW.
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TECHNICAL INFORMATION
Please contact us to learn more about Fire-Rated Head-of-Wall Joints. Additional information can be found on our website.
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